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CONEIDENTIAL DAKAR 2789 

E.O. II652: GDS 
TAGS: ECIN, SG,XY 

SUBJECT: SENEGALESE VIEWS ON ECOWAS 

1 . BEGIN UNCLASSIEIED. IN MAY 2 ARTICLE IN WEEKLY JOURNAL 
L'OUEST AERICAIN, EOREIGN MINISTRY CABINET DIRECTOR YOUSSOUPH 
SYLLA NOTES EUNDAMENTAL DIFEERENCES BETWEEN COMMUNAUTE 
CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 DAKAR 02789 I4I200Z 

ECONOMIQUE DE L'AFRIQUE (CEAO) AND ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OE WEST 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


AFRICAN STATES (ECOWAS). SYLLA WRITES THAT ECOWAS ENVISAGES 
ZONE OF FREE EXCHANGE IN WHICH MARKET EORCES WILL HAVE FREE PLAY, 
WHEREAS CEAO HAS MADE ARRANGEMENTS WHEREBY INTRO-CEAO TRADE WILL 
NOT DISRUP EQUILIBRIUM WITHIN CEAO OR HARM ITS WEAKER MEMBERS. 

2. ACCORDING TO SYLLA, PROPOSED ECOWAS AGREEMENT IS VIRTUALLY 
SILENT ON MEASURES TO COMPENSATE MEMBER STATES EOR LOSSES 
INCURRED UNDER LIBERALIZED TRADING ARRANGEMENTS, LEAVING 
UNSPECIFIED, FOR EXAMPLE, AMOUNT OF DEVELOPMENT EUNDS WHICH WILL 
BE AVAILABLE TO MEMBER STATES AND CRITERIA FOR USE OE SUCH FUNDS. 

SYLLA ALSO POINTS OUT THAT ALTHOUGH MULTILATERAL PAYMENTS ARRANGE- 
MENTS ARE ENVISAGED BY ECOWAS, NATURE OE THOSE ARRANGEMENTS UNCLEAR. 
SYLLA CONCLUDES THAT WEST AERICAN STATES SHOULD AGREE FIRST ON 
THEIR "ECONOMIC COMMON DEMONINATORS" AND CREATE CLIMATE OE 
CONEIDENCE NECESSARY FOR DEVELOPMENT OE ECONOMIC UNIT (IN OTHER 
WORDS, BY FIRST DEVELOPING CEAO.) OVERALL EEEECT OF SYLLA 
ARTICLE IS TO CONTRAST CEAO AS GOING CONCERN WITH ECOWAS AS STILL 
VAGUE IN ITS INSTITUTIONAL ARRANGEMENTS. 

4. PARAPHRASE OE ARTICLE WITHOUT BYLINE ALSO APPEARS IN DAKAR BASED 
WEST AERICAN ECONOMIC WEEKLY LE MONITEUR AFRICAIN. END UNCLASSIEIED 

5. BEGIN CONEIDENTIAL. COMMENT: SYLLA'S ARTICLE APPEARS 

TO BE PART OF CAMPAIGN TO MAKE CLEAR RESERVATIONS OF GOS WITH 
RESPECT TO ECOWAS. IN PAST SENEGAL'S PUBLICLY STATED OBJECTIONS 
WERE BASED LARGELY ON POSITION THAT WEST AERICAN ECONOMIC UNION 
HAD NOT BEEN EXTENDED EAR ENOUGH TO EMBRACE ZAIRE (IN ORDER 
INCLUDE STATE WHICH COULD BALANCE INELUENCE OE NIGERIA). SYLLA 
DOES NOT MENTION THIS OBJECTION TO ECOWAS IN HIS CURRENT ARTICLE. 

END CONEIDENTIAL. AGGREY 
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